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16 February 2011


Dear Parent/Caregiver,

Well, we are pleased to report that Orchestra rehearsals kicked off today with great enthusiasm from all concerned. We have over sixty students signed up this year!  A special thanks to Debbie van der Horst for giving up her own time to help with teaching of guitar and ukulele groups and also to Chris Young who is teaching our keyboardists.  I have taken it upon myself to teach the recorder students.

With large numbers comes a logistical challenge.  Your child needs to have their own instrument to practice on at home and to bring to school each Wednesday (with the exception of keyboard), as the school simply does not have enough for everyone.

Ukuleles:
As previously outlined in a letter earlier in the week ukuleles will soon be available for purchase at the school office.  Since then I have spoken to Shearers’ MusicWorks and now have further information regarding the quality of the ukuleles we were to provide.  Given this new information I have made the decision to opt for a slightly more expensive ukulele, the price of which is $44-00.  I apologise for any inconvenience this may have caused you in your budgeting.  If you were to purchase these directly from the music stores they would be closer to $50 each.  A carry bag is included in this price.

Recorders:
As indicated in the first letter home these are available for $15 at the school office.

Guitars:
All students need to be having lessons with a tutor – Debbie van der Horst is available (8278457) and teaches on site at school, or alternatively you may seek lessons elsewhere.

Keyboards:
We do not give specialist lessons here at school, just the basics for being part of the orchestra.  If you would like your child to learn keyboard in a more formal way then you will need to seek lessons outside of school.  We would encourage all students playing keyboard in the orchestra to have access to a keyboard out of school in order to practise their learning.

Thank you for your patience and understanding.  We look forward to an exciting year in music at Leamington School.

Yours sincerely,

Rachel Richmond
www.leamington.school.nz
Principal – Mike Malcolm Ph 0277 407 303
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